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News              
For release: August 1, 2007
JUDGE WARREN AND NOBIE CHAN HELP SEATTLE CHINESE GARDEN TO GROW

Community leaders provide funding for horticultural center at

South Seattle Community College 

SEATTLE —A gift to the Seattle Community Colleges by community leaders Warren and Nobie Chan has provided funding for a new learning center adjacent to the Seattle Chinese Garden now being constructed on the campus of South Seattle Community College.  

The Judge Warren and Nobie Chan Education Center will support the Seattle Chinese Garden’s community education efforts, and in addition, will provide a classroom and lab facility for students in South’s Landscape Horticulture Program. 

Following presentation of the $100,000 gift, construction on the new building began in late spring.  Nobie Chan is a Seattle Community Colleges trustee and former faculty member and administrator at both North and South Seattle Community Colleges; retired Superior Court Judge Warren Chan is a leader in social justice causes and one of the first Asian-American judges in the state. Both have been longtime supporters of the Seattle Chinese Garden.  

Twenty years ago, when she was serving as Chair of the Business and Office Occupations Division at South, Nobie Chan was instrumental in securing the location of the Chinese Garden site on the campus. Judge Chan helped to further the project by building vital support among members of the Asian community. 
Their recent gift was presented as part of the Power and Promise capital campaign for the Seattle Community Colleges. “This was a marvelous opportunity to support both our community and our personal values,” the Chans said.  “The Seattle Community Colleges and the Seattle Chinese Garden are both dedicated to understanding and learning about diverse cultures, and we are pleased to be able to contribute to these important missions.”    

South’s Landscape Horticulture Program prepares students for well-paid careers outside of the office environment and in contact with nature.  “With our six-acre Arboretum and the new Seattle Chinese Garden, South already provides the best learning environment for landscape horticulture in the state,” said Dr. Jill Wakefield, the president of South 
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Seattle Community College. “Now, due to the generosity of the Chans and other donors who made this new $1.5 million building possible, the learning opportunities for our students are even greater.”

The 4.6-acre Seattle Chinese Garden will be one of the largest Chinese gardens outside of China, showcasing the plants, stone, architecture and water elements that are traditional in Chinese gardens.  Operated by the Seattle Chinese Garden Society, the new garden will feature 12 buildings, including the Chan Education Center, and an 85-foot Floating Cloud Pavilion aligned with the Seattle Space Needle, which is visible from the garden site.

The Seattle Community Colleges are the largest two-year college district in the state, with 52,000 students each year at Seattle Central, North Seattle and South Seattle Community Colleges; Seattle Vocational Institute; Maritime, Wood Construction and Duwamish Training Centers; and the Sandpoint Training Center and NewHolly Learning Center. 
For more information

http://www.seattlechinesegarden.org/
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